Third, we suspected that maximum linear skeletal extension of our coral might have decreased with increasing SST. Since large area SST data was not complete for our site due to cloud cover, we used atmospheric temperature instead. The contour of the atmospheric temperature 2m above the surface over the southwestern Pacific clearly demonstrates that the warm tongue (300øK) protrudes southward to 22ø-25øS during El Nifio years (e.g., 1982 and 1987) along the Australian east coast relative to its normal position at 18ø-21øS during non E1 Nifios (Fig.  3) 
